JOSEPH BLAKE ALIAS BLUESKIN
A woman, looking accidentally out of a window, perceived it,
and cried out " Thieves! " Wilkinson fired a pistol at her,
which (very luckily), upon her drawing in her head, grazed
the window, and did no other mischief. Blake was also in
the company of the same gang when they attacked Captain
Langley at the corner of Hyde Park Road as he was going
to the camp ; but the Captain behaved himself so well, that
notwithstanding they shot several times through and through
his coat, yet they were not able to rob him. Not long after
this Wilkinson, being apprehended, impeached a large
number of persons, and with them Blake and Lock. Lock
thereupon made a fuller discovery than the other before
Justice Blackerby, in which information there was contained
no less than seventy robberies, upon which he also was
admitted a witness ; and having named Wilkinson, Lincoln,
Carrick and Carrol, with himself, to have been the five
persons who murdered Peter Martain, the Chelsea pensioner,
by the Park wall, Wilkinson thereupon was apprehended,
tried and convicted, notwithstanding the information he had
before given, which was thereby totally set aside.
Blake himself also became now an evidence against the
rest of his companions, and discovered about a dozen
robberies which they had committed. Amongst these there
was a very remarkable one, Two gentlemen in hunting-caps
were together in a chariot on the Hampstead Road, from
whom they took two gold watches, rings, seals and other
things to a considerable value; and Junks, alias Levee, laid
his pistol down by the gentlemen all the while he searched
them, yet they wanted either the courage or the presence
of mind to seize it and prevent their losing things of so
great value. Not long after this Oakey, Junks and this
Blake stopped a single man with a link before him in Fig
Lane, and he not surrendering so easily as they expected,
Junks and Oakey beat him over the head with their pistols,
and then left him wounded in a terrible condition, taking
from him one guinea. A short time after this Junks, Oakey
and Flood were apprehended and executed for robbing
Colonel Cope and Mr Young of that very watch for which